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Che Buried CTreasure of King Alaric, “Che Despoiler of
Rome,” Found Under the River Bed of the River Busento.

lace of Alaric the Goth, and the vast treasure buried with him.
Professor Vegas has discovered that Alarlc was buried be-

¢ pmeath the River Busento, in Calabria _
In 410 A. D., Alarle captured Rome and despoiled tha richest city In

the world of all its treasure. For six days he and his barbarians sacked

Rome, - -
All this tressure wes buried with Alarle under the Busento
Tt will go to the Itallan Government if it is found. The exact burial

place of Alaric has hitherto been a mystery.

HE) greatest hidden treasurs the world has ever kngwa Is sought for
by the Itallan Government.

All the spolls of Home and Athens and the greatest and richest
oltles of the anclefit world plled in one vast heap snd hidden beneath
a river bed!

That is what Italy expects.

This secret mine of untold wealth is the burlal place of Alarle the
Goth. :

1t ‘_ [tallan Governmen* finds It then it will be no longer the most poverty
stricken great power in BEurope, Bankruptey snd disgrace will be averted. Gold will

overflow in national coffers depleted by foolishness and (ishonesty. The monarchy wiil
be saved s

Not slone for mere galn of gold Is Alarie’s last reating place songht. It is belleved
that 1t will yleid the world the greatest collection of anclent objects of art that have
eveér heen found together at one time aud place

Alarle’s treasure was of Incaleulable value, worth untold millfons in modern money.
When he sacked Rome he carried awny every coln of gold or sllver he couid find, every
portable object of value in the Eterpal City. HNofme then had over a miillon people and
was Infinitely the richest city In the world, so rich that it was rotting from Its own
wekith and luxury.

He slso sacked Athens and pearly every great clty of the Emplre, from Rome to

Constantinople. All hls gpoils wure burled with hlm.

Indicatlons of the exact burial place of Alarle have just been found. The Itallan
Government Is persuaded of the value of this discovery.

The Minister of Pubiic Works hus glven permissfon to & soclety of sclentists and
men Interested In archasological discovery t‘o search for the great Goih's grave.
RRGG 4f otacs mmethttans promiook shoe. are Sihe s s, At
ocan objecI:s SR i bl;“;z:ﬁ Sni:!;‘l?:m T:IZ to'u:m delivered to the Government.
MR o Tho b + will go to the Government and ons

This one-tifrd will be all'the reward
they will recelve for thely labor and eox-
penditure, but. should thelr expectat'ons be
reallzed, it will be ampie.

The hiding place of Alarie and his treas-
ure Is benenth the River Busento, at lts
junetion with the Cralt. This ls where the
latest researcheg of the present Investiga-
tors have placed It t was always known
that Alarlc nad beem burled benesth the
Bussuto, but the exact location wos a
mystery. The Busento [s In Calnbria, the
extreme southern provinee of the Itallan
malnland. The work will begin at once.

The proposil to e=arch for Alaric’s grave
originated with Professor Vegnas, the Ger
man sculptor, and with Franz von Len-
bach, the most famous artlst o Germany.
Yegas ls conaidered the Ideal artlst by the
Emperor Wiilinm, who honors blm with
his personal friendship.

The sculpter was engaged in a study of |
anclent art In Rome when he came &cross
a forgottien manuscript of the fifth century,
by Jordanes, the Gothle historian, who wrots
the work known as “De Rebus Gothlels.

The manaoscript s the original, In the
hand of Jordanes himself. It glves a much
more detalled and lucid secount of the
burlal of Alarle and his treasure than the
verslon of Jordunes's work which {s famil-
far to scholars, and has beén much changed
from the original

That Alarie wis burfed under the Busenct
Is recorded In all the histories, but the

ver ‘Is long and no one knew exactly
where to look. It I8 also stated that he
was burled pesr the Roman city of Con-
sentln, This name Is preserved In the
modern Itnlinn elty of Consenza, but It was improbable that
this ocenpled the exnet site of the anclent clity, and there was
nd more precise nformation to be had.

These polnts have been made clear by the lately dlscovered
manuseript of Jordanea, It is now known that the present
elty of Consenza 1s conslderably mereovd fom the anclent Con-

TB]!I Italtan Government has authorized & search for the resting
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rentia, The modern elty Ues on the river Crall, a tributary of the Busento,
end I8 two hours' walking distance from the Mediterranean. Tue Jordanes mapuscript
stotes that Consentie was weshed by the Bugento, and wis three honrs’ walking dls-
tance from the Mediterranesn. Consentia lay in a hollow. Consenza ls 600 feet above
the sen level

Near the junction of the Busento and the Cratl great masses of Roman masonry
have recently béen unearthed, They were covered In some places by two huniired feet
of earth, They mark the slte of nnclent Consentin, and near them In the river must
be the burlul place of Alarle,

Blgnor Bleel, n famons archacologlst, who Hyes fn the modern eity of Consenza,
says thot he hns been on the trnck of-Alurie's jrave for years and that his discoverles
eolnelde with the statemeénts In the Jordanes mannzeript.

Jordanes, who was himself a Goth, though n Christian and a Roman blshop, says:

“The army and the people of the great king spent many days and nights after his
death at Consentia In earnest deliberation. He was to have a trofy royal burlal, his
mausoleum wes to be worthy of hls grent f#me, and ot the same time It was to be the
most wonderful ever contelved,

“Dut who wounld guard the grave when the Goths had departed for the new country
of their hopes, Afrlen? Italy, from swwhich they wera socon to depart, would come once
more under the sway of the treascherous Roman empéror, Honorlus, He wounld rivage
ltLIij grave, desecraie the remwalis of the great captnin and thus imperil Alarle's future

2." -

Jordanes then goes Into minute and Interminable detalls conterning the funeral
ceremonlea of Alarle. The Goths diverted the river Busentlnus, now the Busento,
from its conrse by bulldlng a mighty dam. In the empty river bed they dug a grent
hole until they reathed the rock that underlles sll the country. Here they bullt a stone
tomb, In which they laid the body of Almrie.

The dead king was ¢lad in complete nrmor Inlaid with gold and fewels, A golden
crown surmounted hig helmet. The tomb
was flled with splendld wenpons and In-
gignla of runk, {n order that the king
might make his entry into the next world
a5 became his rank. His fayorite war horse
was killed and left upon the tomb,
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Upon it wns plled In magnificent dlgorder the priceless plunder of the most Iaxurl-
ous and nrtlstie clvilzatlon the world has ever known. Golden crowns, scepires, necks
lets, culrarses, shleldy, vaged, amphorne und paterne were teaped on the great Goth's
tomh. His people were regardless of gold when they wished to do homor to thelr king.
They poursd thousands and thounsands of Romnn and Greek golden colus upon the
tomb. It was a rain of gold such as the world has probably never seen agnin,

When the woplk was done the Goths chalned down to the river bed thie 25,000 slaves
who had done the digging and carrying. The dam wns broken down and the rlver
flowed hack Into Its old bed, drowning the wretched slaves. This awinl slaugliter was
rommitted Ly the Goths In order that no one should be left to betray the resting place
sf their king,

Thae Goths alsn kiled nll the Inhabitants of the elty of Consentin, who had, of
conrss, been aware of the burlal. Then they resumed thelr adveuturous and wandering
career, having constructed the most remarkable graye of which we have any record.

Alaric the Balthing, king of the Visigoths, who wis thus lald to rest, Is one of the
most spitndld and pieturesque barbarians In history.

He was the first barbarian to capture Rome. He fell upon the masters of the
world when they were wenkencd by corruption and Inconceivable luxury,

The Gothk wetre n Teutonle people of great bravery, with many savage virtues and
sompiaratively democrntie Institutions, They originally came from Scandinavia, and
wanferpd southward through Europe. Physically they were gplendld men, huge llmbed
and deep chested, wlth blue eyes and yellow halr. In a rough and tumble fight one
Goth counld klll three Roman soldlers.

Diafore Algrle's time the Goths had been hammering at the frontlers of the Hmpire,
The Visigoths or West Gaths keld Innds {n Thrace, under the Fmperor.

Among the Visigoths were two great fumilles, the Balthings and the Amalings,

Alurle was o Balthing  As'a youth of twenty he had renderfd valuable serviees to the
Emplre. e wix chented, as Reme cheated all ber allles then. He raised a rebelllon
about the year SUG A, D,

At the head 0f tiie Vislgotin he marched through Macedonia and Thessaly. ‘and en-
bla ¢
fng »

Greece y pass of Thermopylae. The gudcessor of Leonldas and

rough the famous
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THE BURIAL OF KING ALARIC--The river wa
about the dead king’s boc

of Rome heaped
killed to keep the

and earrylng away the populition as
glaves.

They wera sgoon encamped before the
walls of Athens. The Athenlans, who were
addieted to commeree and lterature rather
than to war, did not fight. They offered an
enormong runsom and Invited the Goths to
o bandguet, Alarle neeepted the money and
the banguet, Then he plunderad Corluth, Ar-
o, Spartn, Megara and other cltles of
Greece.

_Arcadius, the Emperor of the East,
bought off Alarle by making him Governor
of Eastern Illyrleum, whlch meant nearly
all the European portlon of the Bastern
Emplre. He used this command chlefly to
obtain prms and armor for his own men
and to tench them Roman milltary sclence.

In the year 400 he entercd Itnly while
Stlllcho, the Vandal, the great geners] of
the Roman Emperor Honorius, was In
Goul. Hé roviged undisturbed until
Btilleho retorned suddenly and defeated
b, The wife of Alare was faken pris-
otter. Claodlan in o fne pocli télls how
plie was preparing to decorate herself with
tlie spolls of the Roman muatrons when this
unpleasnnt event oceurred.

Alnrle retired from Italy for some YEears.
He returned jn tremendous force. Treach.
erous treatment of Gothle soldiers In the
pay of the Roman Emperor gave him a pre-
toxt,

Alorie first besteged Rome In 408 A. D,
The FBmperor Honorlus, who was a fool and
a cownrd, fled to Ravennn., He ordered the
Homnns not to surrendes. Alarle proceeded
to sturve them.

The Romans sent messengers to Alarle
to polnt out that they wepe many thousands
more than the Gotlis,

“THa thicker the lny,"” he crled, *'the
more easily It 18 mown.

He then dlctated hils terms: *All your
gold, nll your sllver, the best of the nibva-
bles within your walls, all your sluves of
forelgn birth." _

“What, then, will you leaye us?' asked
the dismayed nmbassadars.

*Your lives;" was the stern reply.

A second embassy wos nt once sent to beg
for milder terms. Alarle st last com-
gented to recelve 05,000 pounds of gold,
20,000 pounds of sllver, 4,000 gllken robes,
8,000 pleces of geariet cloth, and 3,000
pounds of pepper. The peanle stripped the
roofs of the temples and melted down the
statues of the gods and emperors to obtaln
the gold and sliver that wes wanted, and at
last Alarie drew off hia men. Hlis army had
been swelled by the aeccession of nearly
forty thoueand |!berated slaves, and he now
commanded over one hutdred thousand war-
riors,

It may seem strange that with so great
an army he did not at once make himself

master of ltaly. But his arm was stil

stayed by lingering reverence for the maj-
eaty of Rome. ¥is ambltion was not to be
hLier guemy, but, like Bﬂlir.hn. ‘to be a great
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burial place secret.
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BY DR. CONEk
of the Palestine E

O NE of the chief points to ascertain

chre I8 whether It actually stands

claimed the apparent rock found
doubts on this point I have mades & specl
In a olosed recess, I found that geanuins
the Greek archimandrite, or abboty tellin
misslon to visit the various parts of the
his charge. 1

His inner room, or sanctuary, wWas op
costly museum of relles, but the walls w
rock. The archimandrite could not tell m
had not paid attention to this point whe
years agn. %

Nor could I gee the blocked up door wl
besides the one on the Roman Cathollo s
I went up to Calvary and to the refectory,
of the church, I there examined thg east
place of the Cross and the refectory 18 ve
there I could see no rock.

Coming down from the refectory half«
more than gix feet high, covered with &
Iintels, between which are also one or two
flooring of the refectory and the passage b

1f one goes from Calvary up to the re
clreular steps, passing the low and comp
just mentioned, he may see at its end &
makes a turn toward the east all thoss
and go up to the refectory.

This passage was now opened for me,
pool of water. A board enabled me to W
at my left hand the natural rock and & ki
twelve feet. It ends at the mouth of a Hit
and not masonry, which I could plainly se
depth of the cistern from the bottom of th
1t had nearly ten feet of water Init The
rafectory overhead. _

There is another clstern east of this on
the same line and level, and also cut Into’
goes in the same helght and line eRstwa
property, where it is found very nearly &
that the roclk goes clear through the whols

Originally the place with the hole in -
round about so that pilgrims could walk
the thin wall was put In and the r?r'ggto'ry

By following up these investigmtiona
scarp and male a map of the configuratio
at the actual time of the erucliixion,



